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Wednesday 17th May (2nd Hunting Day) 

Overnight we had some rain which woke me up, but made me feel more optimistic about the day 
ahead. After a very nice breakfast of eggs, toast and coffee we loaded up the vehicle, gathered the 
Dogs and the Baka and set off for the hunting area. It was just going to be Christophe, Yannick and 
me this morning as Jean-Luc was driving to Ouesso airport to pick up his usual cook, who had just 
flown in from Benin. The ground was still wet, and the majority of legacy tracks had been washed 
away by the overnight rain. 

The first thing we did was check the Salt licks and the trail cameras but there didn’t appear to be 
much movement overnight. Not to be deterred we persevered until about 10:30 when Christophe 
jammed the brakes on and jumped out of the vehicle. Fresh tracks at last. It looked like a solitary 
Bongo Bull of decent size. After a quick check around the immediate area, and confirmation of the 
trail through the thick stuff, we set off after the Bongo with 3 dogs and 5 pygmy trackers up front. It 
was tough going through the thick stuff at the edge of the road, but once under the canopy it was 
considerably easier notwithstanding the odd thorn vine every now and then that always snagged 
someone. During the first 20 minutes under the canopy, the humidity started to rise and rise and it 
became particularly close and sweaty. Sure enough it started to rain as we came out of the forest 
and on to the piste we had started from. We had travelled in a broad Semi-circle and I immediately 
realized how easy it would be to get lost in the forest. After scouting around the piste and the 
surroundings, the pygmies picked up the tracks crossing the piste and we followed these back into 
the forest. The tracks led us past a saltlick and some swampy water, and it became evident that we 
had lost the Bongo, but had picked up very fresh Sitatunga tracks.  

As we approached a small gully with a stream, the dogs started barking and we knew we were onto 
the animal, but whether it would be suitable was at this stage unknown. We rushed forward as fast 
as we could through thorns and thick vegetation and out into the sunlight where the dogs had 
managed to bay a forest Sitatunga, in a thick thorny thicket.   Jackie, the lead Bansanji dog was 
blocking the Sitatunga’s exit, barking like mad while the other dogs caught up. Christophe handed 
me the .375 Ruger, and we attempted to get around the animal to identify the quality and suitability 
of the animal whilst jumping from fallen trunk to fallen trunk to get a better vantage point. “Yes, it’s 
a good one, shoot it.” said Christophe when we had got back down on the ground and worked our 
way round into a good shooting position. After checking that the dogs were clear, and that there was 
a safe backstop, I squeezed the trigger and the Sitatunga fell. Despite the short range and the shot 
penetrating just behind the shoulder, the beast continued to kick in its death throes, so I gave it a 
second shot just to be 100% sure. 

 It had been a very exciting and satisfying morning. Although the action was brief, the baying of the 
dogs and the final rush through the thick stuff certainly got the heart pumping and the adrenaline 
flowing. It was therefore highly gratifying to discover that the Sitatunga was a very old one that was 
blind in one eye and had a growth under its chin. It was an ideal animal to cull. The icing on the cake 
was that it was the first Forest Sitatunga shot since Jean-Luc took over the concession. The pygmies 
were thrilled as they would have camp meat, and of course the local people would be very pleased 
as they would have their share.  We took a lot of photos, loaded the beast into the back of the land 
cruiser, mounted everyone up and returned to camp with the Pygmies singing with gusto in the back 
of the truck. The Pygmies in no time had gralloched and butchered the Sitatunga and the horns were 
measured at 22 ½” and 21 ½” respectively. 
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