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BOB & TRACI WITH BOB'S GEMSBOK
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hunt. The alarm was set for an hour before dawn, but I had a feeling
I would be up long before that.

Morning came quickly, and we dressed and loaded in the safari

rruck rhar transported us to rhe lar end of the preserve. Despire

the rremendous arlounr of game in Zulani, rhat first morning
hunt proved ro be quire challenging. \Ye sa*' numerous Blesbuck.

Impala, and Hartebeesr. but getting s'irhin reasonable shootinq

distance s'as quire rhe chore s'irh rhe ri'inds ss'irlinq. The morning
hunt didn'r lield anr han'esrs. but Traci and I s'ere both enjoving

it immensely.

At 2:00 in the afternoon I decided ro add a blue \fildebeest to m1'list
of animals. Gordon picked up the spoor oia herd. and s-e s,ere able

to orchestrate a stalk to within 90 rards. One n-ell-placed shor and
I had my first African animal. We found him about 40 vards lrom
where I had shot him. rVe later realized thar he l'ould place silver in
the SCI record book.
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On the second morning we weren't out of the truck 5 minutes when
we came upon an Impala herd about 250 yards away. The stalk rva.

on. rVe approached to about 100 yards, and I prepared to shoot. The

large ram turned and started toward us. My 100 yard shot quicklr
dropped ro 20 1,ards, and I had another SCI record book animal on
rhe ground.

Our original plan was to take a \Tildebeest as our animal to feed the

children, but since I had harvested one rhe day before, we made a

decision to have Traci take an Impala ewe. Traci and Gordon stalked

to within 75 yards of a herd of Impalawhile I stood back a bit anci

videoed. Traci executed a perfect frontal shot that dropped the es-e

instantly. I was so proud of her accomplishment, and we were equallr-

excited that this meat would go to such good use. Our plan was ro

visit three schools, so one Impala ewe would not be enough meat. Vie
made our way ro the plains and came upon a herd of Blesbuck. Frorn
140 yards I took a ewe, and we had enough mear ro share berween the

three schools.
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younger kids, but this group was equally as happy

to have the fresh meat. Traci and I will never forget that

experience, and we will make it a part of every trip we ever take

to Africa.

Upon returning to Zulani that evening, Gordon and I set out to do

some nighttime cailing for Jackal. 
'We took the safari truck out and

parked on the edge oirhe plains. Gordon made a lerv calls that rvere

almosr immediareh' ans*'ered bv several Jackal. The Jackal barked,

and Gordon ri'ould periodicalli' shine a spotliqht to see hos' close

they were approaching. One s'as comins s'irhin range. so I held

on that area. Gordon flashed the lieht. and the crosshairs fbund the

shoulder. I touched offthe round. and the,Tackal till. Unfbrrunatelv

we couldn't find him in the dark and had to return in rhe morning to

locate him in the tall grass.

Next was our pursuit of Kudu, which rvas proving to be impossible.

The grey ghost was hidden well in thick cover. Gordon asked if rve

would mind making a trip to another area. He had a connection

in a more mountainous region that wasn't as thick. \7e elected to

head there the next day. The decision proved to be a good one as I

BOB WITH HIS ZEBRA

hanested my SCI silver medal Kudu in a short time.

Our hunting portion of the trip was complete. lVe had

hanested eight animals, with three of them qualiS,ing for South

African gold awards and SCI silver and bronze awards. The trip was a

huge success!

It is so true when they say that once the African bug bites you, you're

hooked for good. Traci and I loved every part of this trip and all the

people we met while visiting. \7e can't wait to return. If
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