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American PH
Ammo Encore

Norma Reprises
African Success
with American
Line

Terry Wieland

T
he most remarkable ammuni-
tion success in recent years is
Norma’s African PH line, intro-
duced in 2007. Intended origi-

nally as a “prestige item,” it quickly took
off, spurred by rave reviews from profes-
sional hunters, writers and safari clients.
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PH, but it moved out the door with gratifying swift-
ness, even in such rare cartridges as the .500 Jeffery
and .505 Gibbs.

Torbjörn Lindskog, Norma’s now-retired CEO and
the executive largely responsible for the line, told me
in 2009 that the company was astonished by how
much of this premium ammunition it sold. The Amer-
ican importer had difficulty keeping it in stock.
Buoyed by this success, Norma turned to the market
for hunting ammunition for American big game and
came out two years ago with a comparable line called
Professional Hunter. It is differentiated from standard
Norma ammunition by its box design, which bears the
logo “NormaUSA.”

If this seems like too much detail, in discussing a par-
ticular line of ammunition – a line within a line, so to
speak – it pays to make sure people know exactly
what you are talking about. For the sake of clarity,
we’ll henceforth call it American PH to differentiate
it from Norma’s target and specialty ammunition and
from its African line.

As with the African calibers, there is much more to
American PH than a new name and box design. Ron
Petty, Norma’s American representative, says each cal-
iber was matched with the right bullet at the right ve-
locities for the most common American big-game
uses. “It was tailored specifically with the American
hunter in mind,” Petty said. “Bullet selections were
made to coincide with function needed for North
American game.”

In the past, European ammunition makers have tried
to make American hunters use what Europeans use,
and usually at a premium price. American hunters,

A prestige item is a product intended not to make a
profit – although profits are always welcome – but to
polish the manufacturer’s credibility and the attrac-
tiveness of its other lines. Quality is the goal and noth-
ing else matters as much. With African PH, Norma of
Sweden spared no effort. Everything from cartridge
cases to bullets and to the design of the boxes was
aimed squarely at users of big, expensive rifles, head-
ing for Africa on big, expensive safaris.

At a rough price of $200 for a box of 10 cartridges,
Norma did not expect to sell a huge amount of African

A Weatherby Mark V is shown with Norma American PH
.270 Weatherby Magnum ammunition. In preparation for
a trip to Alaska, it shot consistent three-shot, one-inch
groups. Inset, Norma’s African PH ammunition was 
intended as a premium line.
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however, have their own ideas
about what works and what does-
n’t. The most obvious example has
been efforts to interest Americans
in long, heavy bullets at velocities

that are modest by our standards.
I remember, years ago, buying 7x64
ammunition (identical ballistically
to the .280 Remington) with 174-
grain bullets. It was not a hit, al-
though I expect some was sold just
so owners of rifles in that rare cal-
iber could get some brass to reload.

In the 1980s, Norma was the only
source of brass and ammunition 
in 6.5x55 Swedish (except for Do-
minion in Canada), and its offer-
ings were geared largely to the
requirements of the average Swed -
ish hunter of European elk (moose).
Bullet weights were 139 to 156
grains. The published velocity was
2,790 fps, measured in the 28-inch
barrel of the military Swedish
Mauser, but in a 22-inch barrel, the
139-grain ammunition achieved
only about 2,200 fps. This was a
far, far cry from what American
hunters expect of a 6.5 – and was
expensive as well.

The Canadian load was a 160-
grain roundnose bullet at about
the same velocity and was intended
for use by Canadian moose hunters
armed with the common military-
surplus Swedish Mauser. It was
very effective for that purpose,
and for many years the record 
for an Ontario moose was held by
a lady who shot her bull with a

Swedish Mauser. Canadian hunters,
however, tend to accept what the
factories offer. Americans do not.

“American hunters today demand
match accuracy in their hunting
ammunition and 100 percent weight
retention in a hunting bullet,” said
Don Heath, the Zimbabwe profes-
sional hunter who is now Norma’s
R&D manager. “Our goal is to give
them that.”

While some Americans are will-
ing to try heavier bullets at lower
velocities, most still insist on light-
to medium-weight bullets that 
sizzle out of the muzzle. As the
supplier of Weatherby-brand am-
munition since the 1960s, Norma
is no stranger to high-velocity load-
ings. The Weatherby line has fea-
tured Hornady bullets from the
very beginning, later adding Nosler
Partitions in some calibers, and
most recently other premium game
bullets as well. Weatherby ammu-
nition has always delivered the 
advertised velocities and has been
among the most accurate of fac-
tory ammunition to boot.

Norma has put that knowledge
and experience to work in the Amer-
ican PH line. The ammunition I
have chronographed, in several dif-
ferent cartridges, has delivered the
promised velocities, or close to

Of the new loads, these four cartridges
were tested.

Norma’s American PH .270 Winchester
load with a 120-grain Kalahari bullet
averages .75-inch, five-shot groups at
100 yards from a Blaser R8.
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them. This always varies because
of such factors as barrel length or
temperature.

For big-game ammunition, abso -
lute velocity is considerably less
important than the choice of bul-
let. The two critical elements to
consider in a hunting bullet are 
its suitability for the game animal
and its ability to perform prop-
erly at the expected velocities.
Norma has gone to great pains
choosing bullets. Some are its own
proprietary bullets; others are pre-

mium bullets from independent
makers.

The American PH line includes
54 loads in 31 different chamber-
ings, from .223 Remington to .375
H&H. Most are loaded with Norma’s
own bonded Oryx bullet, but there
are also some loads with its Kala-
hari bullet, as well as standard soft-
points and hollowpoints, and even
a couple with full-metal jackets.

The Oryx is a bonded game bul-
let, carefully designed with Don

Heath’s “100 percent weight reten-
tion” in mind, coupled with excel-
lent accuracy. Let me say right
here that, while I admire Norma’s
goals in this regard, I don’t hold
my breath waiting for such per-
formance from any factory ammu-
nition, or any handload, for that
matter. There are too many vari-
ables. However, Norma has gone
to enormous pains with the Oryx,
and based on what I’ve seen, I
would say it is in the same class
with such great bullets as the
Swift Scirocco II and Federal’s
Trophy Bonded Bear Claw.

The Kalahari is a uni-metal bullet
designed to expand rapidly into
six petals, which it sheds in the
wound channel, leaving a solid
slug to penetrate deeply. In this
way, it achieves the two goals of a
hunting bullet: rapid expansion
for shock and deep penetration
for a killing wound. Having used
bullets that do exactly the above
even though they were not in-
tended to, I’m not sure I agree

Norma American PH Performance
                                                                                        published     measured      largest     smallest   average

cartridge                        bullet                 velocity       velocity         group        group       group
                                                (grains)                   (fps)              (fps)          (inches)    (inches)   (inches)

.270 Winchester                   120 Kalahari            3,250       3,059       .823       .681      .752

.270 Weatherby Magnum     130 Norma SPSP    3,280       3,272     1.563     1.563    1.563

.30-06                                   165 Oryx                 2,960       2,798     3.522     2.432    2.977

.300 Winchester Magnum    165 Oryx                 3,200       3,116     3.476     1.808    2.642
Notes: The .270 Winchester loads were fired in a 21-inch barreled Blaser R8 with a Meopta Meostar R1
(1.5-6x42 RD) scope; .270 Weatherby Magnum loads were fired in a Weatherby Mk. V Custom with a
26-inch barrel with a Zeiss Conquest HD5 (2-10x42) scope attached; .30-06 loads were fired in a Rem-
ington 700 with a 24-inch barrel with a Leica ERi (2.5-10x42) scope; .300 Winchester Magnum loads
were fired in a 23.5-inch barreled Mauser M12 with a Meopta Meopro (3.5-10x44) scope.

Be Alert – Publisher cannot accept responsibility for errors in published load data.
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Are you a custom gunsmith?
Ever tried bone char for casehardening

or barrel bluing?
2 sizes of bone char available.

Now available in 4 lb. pails.

P.O. BOX 3247 - MELVINDALE, MI 48122
(313) 388-0060            ebonex@flash.net

WWW.EBONEX.COM

Offering Button and
Cut-Rifled Barrels.

• Most calibers and twist rates
• Some AR-15 barrels available

High Plains
Reboring & Barrels, L.L.C.

Contact: Norman Johnson
nrjonsn@westriv.com

Phone: 701-448-9188
243 14th Avenue NW
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about 40 percent of its weight,
leaving the remaining slug to pen-
etrate.

Not all calibers in the line are
loaded with the latest in bullets.
The 6.5 Japanese and 6.5 Carcano
are loaded with Norma’s old
standby, the 156-grain Alaska soft-
point, while the 7.65 Argentine
and 7.7 Japanese use the standard
174-grain Norma softpoint. With
their modest (2,400 to 2,500 fps)
velocities, these cartridges do quite
well with these bullets.

It is a ritual in the gun-writing
trade that new ammunition must
be taken to the range and test-
fired, which I did, within certain
limitations. At the time of writing,
American PH was in short supply,
like every other type of ammuni-
tion in the country. Obtained was
a variety of calibers in several dif-
ferent loadings, and four were
chosen to work with.

These four (.270 Winchester, .270
Weatherby Magnum, .30-06 and
.300 Winchester Magnum) are car-
tridges for which I had modern,
factory rifles. I standardized the
test at one box (20 rounds apiece),
from which I had 5 rounds for
sighting, 10 rounds to shoot in 2,
five-shot groups, back to back,
and five shots for chronographing.
The groups were shot in one range
session, allowing each rifle time to
cool a bit in between groups. This
method loosely replicates the
worst situation anyone is likely to
run into in hunting, firing five
shots and then, 15 minutes later,
firing another five.

The results, including details of
each rifle and scope used, are in
the accompanying table. They re-
quire a few comments: All four 
rifles were shot as they came out
of the box. Three were factory 
rifles, one was custom. None had
been “accurized” in any way.

In terms of velocity, the .270
Weatherby Magnum delivered al-
most exactly what the factory
specs call for, but then, it has a 26-
inch barrel. The other three fell
short, most notably my .270 Win-

with the concept as a deliberate
goal, but I’m willing to take Dr.
Heath’s word. Such performance
would virtually duplicate that of
the Nosler Partition, which typ -
ically opens quickly and sheds
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chester, which has a 21-inch bar-
rel, and the .300 Winchester Mag-
num (23.5-inch).

Accuracy ranged from extremely
good (.270 Winchester) to puzzlingly
bad (.30-06). I have no explanation
for the performance of the .30-06,
which shot a terrible first group,
then improved mightily in the sec-
ond. The .300 Winchester Magnum
was decent in the first group, then
strung badly with its second.

The .270 Weatherby Magnum was
unbelievably consistent, with two,
five-shot groups of identical (!)
size. (That’s never happened to me
before.) The .270 Winchester, shot
from a Blaser R8, was superb – an
average of .752 inch, and remem-
ber, these are five-shot groups, not
three.

The reality of such tests is that
they may suggest much, but they
prove nothing. Just because the
ammunition performs well in my
rifle doesn’t mean it will do just as
well in another, and the same ap-
plies to poor performance. Every
rifle has different preferences in
bullet type, weight and velocity.

One thing that can be learned in
such a test, though, is the consis-
tency of the ammunition – whether
it delivers the same velocity shot
to shot or whether it has great 
extreme spreads or unusually high
standard deviations. This Norma
ammunition was generally very
good in that regard, which suggests
it will deliver acceptable hunting
accuracy in any good rifle and
may well be superb in individual
rifles.

Of the four, the only combination
I would not go hunting with to-
morrow is the .30-06. Perhaps I
should write that one off to oper-
ator error, while I check the whole
rig over to see if I can discover the
problem. As the long winter months
beckon, it will give me something
to occupy my time.

Compared with previous tests 
of nominally premium hunting
lines from other manufacturers,
Norma’s American PH was far
above average.

We now have three
versions of the

World’s Finest
Trimmer!

• The Original WFT –
Designed for high-volume
shooters. Each trimmer will
trim a cartridge family, for
example: the 308 Win. trim-
mer will also trim the 243
Win., 260 Rem. and the 7mm-
08 Rem. Uses your 3/8” drill
for power. Suitable for bottle-
neck cartridges up to 338
cal. $69.95

• The WFT II – Our
newest trimmer! A universal
trimmer with interchangeable
chambers. 80+ chambers
available. Chambers will trim
a specific caliber or case
family like the original WFT.
Suitable for bottleneck car-
tridges up to .45 cal. Re-
quires a 1/2” chuck.
Housing/Cutter assembly
$69.95 + $24.95 per
chamber.

• The “Big Boy”
WFT – Our scaled-up uni-
versal trimmer for the 50
BMG. Chambers available
from 338 Lapua to 50 BMG.
Requires a 1/2” chuck. Hous-
ing/Cutter assembly
$69.95 + $29.95 per
chamber.

All three trimmers are
extremely fast, robust

and precise.

Does it feel like you have
a mountain of brass to trim?

Get the W.F.T.! (World’s Finest Trimmer)
and make a molehill out of it!

Custom Rifle Builders
Specializing in long-range rifles,

precision barreling, muzzle
brakes and metal work.

Little Crow Gunworks, LLC
6593 113th Ave. NE, Suite C

Spicer, MN 56288
Tel: (320) 796-0530

See our
videos on
YouTube!

Order Online at:
www.littlecrowgunworks.com

Winchester Model 70 Repairs - Pre & Post 1964, 670,
670A, 70A, 770

Breech Bolts (limited supply), Cocking Pieces
Firing Pins, Safeties, Sears Installed
Reblue, Refinish Wood, Rechambering

NU-LINE GUNS, Inc.
8150 CR 4055, Rhineland, MO 65069
573-676-5500 • Email: nlg@ktis.net
www.nulineguns.comSince 1949

RUGER M77 MKII ADJUSTABLE TRIGGERS
STANDARD OR TARGET TRIGGERS • ALL CALIBERS

“The first and still the best
aftermarket trigger for

Ruger bolt guns”

Spec-Tech Industries Inc.
5473 Mt. Baker Hwy. • Deming, WA 98244 USA

Telephone: 360-303-9077
www.spec-tech-industries.com
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